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or the understanding, 

systems were characterised by reforms 

towards the 

in our architectural curriculum where the 

of 

of teaching and learning of architecture 

both  and This would 
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saras

it is always possible to 

The concept of the diagram of the 
sagun nirgun

The anand or bliss,  or peace and 

arrangement of saguna and nirguna

The 

Humility is the adornment of Knowledge

 

 designing process and the 

gram sabhas
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pdf should include text and all images, with numbered 

in the areas of architecture, planning, urbanism, pedagogy, 

news from the 

the photograph of the departed soul, the dates of birth and 

The research may be based on their ongoing or completed 

will 

JIIA Call 
for Papers, Articles, Projects
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and peculiar approach to architecture and design 

 
certain parts of the world, design is a necessity, in 

in the 
learning and

to learn are the primary reasons a graduate of 

postgraduate degree abroad is the leap in career 

International Post Graduation as 
the Trajectory of Career Paths

in allied sectors due to the immersion experience, 

should be well aware of the cost, rate of interest on 
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teaching assistantships that contribute as a way of 

courses that focus on design, management, art, and 

is only then, that one can foresee a desired outcome 

lso important are the aspects of credit transfer, 

order to gain more clarity and understanding of 
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if you could read through all that we had to say, 

and hear the language in which the course will be 
 

criteria of language tests and procure the  

safer to focus on the future of placements in the 

 

 
open to allied domains that are in demand rather 

rather 
 

)

 

needs good thought before we plan to bid adieu to 

All Images courtesy: Authors
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Education and Technology
Tools and Design
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 by 

part of these tools - where tool-based approaches 

always existed, be it between genders, urban areas, 
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Bridging the Gap between 
Profession and Academics
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This  highlights the importance of the 

nt

a stepping stone in the greater career goal of the 
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th th 

degree enables architectural graduates to apply for 

or collector of a district has sweeping powers to 

eas

architects and learning from their experiences can 
guide students in shaping their dream of becoming 

on design in schools has to be balanced with other 

 which 

much-needed issues on internship, professional 

students and helped them connect the worlds of 
academia and the professional sphere with detailed 

they could hope to gain during internship, career 

answ
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many students as some of the topics went more into 

architects and challenges faced in architectural 

required by the students as they step out into the 

 

 

 

All Images Courtesy: Authors
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Architectural Education Today
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has changed now where not only are online exams 

resource persons from anywhere in the world to 

thousands of young minds at one go with minimal 

students much more aware of contemporary 

faculty learn and become aware along with their 

the architectural expressions and designs that are 

of the numbers of seats in the regular admission 

they are supposed to be studying and how they are 

, as an apex body, has certain 
criteria regarding the number of faculty that should 

This 

  & the Future 
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permissible and all admissions should happen from 

where partly educated and trained persons enter the 

exits possible bring

programme

media, can the programme be a four-year 
programme as per the policy of all engineering 

was considered a noble profession and an architect 

of the role and responsibility of an architect in the 

one does not need to be an architect to design a 

The 

by the changing trends being seen in our industry 
including in the areas of admissions, quality of 
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STEPS OF (UN)-LEARNING

day and age where the present is being donated for 
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naga 

concise ideologies which were furnished in an edited 

Throughout the years, for a tutee, it is a slow or 
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New Age Government School 
at Borhadewadi in Pune

th
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enter through a huge entrance gate which is designed 

The playground and the school periphery are fringed 

that leads us to the entrance lobby, care has been 

double-height 

main building of the school is a ground + upper 

 The natural contour of the 

to maintain and use the natural topography of the 
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for the school along with a big seminar hall which 

for boys, girls, physically challenged students, and 

st 
to 3rd

school building to safely enter and exit the building 

been designed in the building for the utmost safety 

The school building is now complete, but we are 

doors, windows, columns, corridors, outdoor spaces, 

All Images courtesy: Author

learning experience of the students and the teaching 
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the years, with membership standing at more than 

in the country, with physical and professional spread 

and importance of the architectural profession, 

Empowering Architectural 
Education in India

Role and Relevance of The Indian Institute of Architects

rapid growth and expansion of the profession in the 
country, duly supported by ideals of sustainability, 

in the art and science of planning, designing and 

: Considering 
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the 

when 

:  

To cater to the needs of higher learning for diploma 

detailed below
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,

:
 has been 

 

designed, and managed to empower, assist and 

in the art and science of planning, designing and 

: 

place to maintain the appropriate standards of 

  up a separate 

the highest professional standard of associateship 

: 
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33

 and depending upon 

  
of 

in touch with the profession, including designing and 

:  

,

the basic needs of the profession and maintaining 

and prescribed for the students studying in the formal 

: 
, 

 
the highest professional/academic norms, standards 

:  
studentship, is conducted in physical mode, twice 

send a detailed report about the quality and conduct 

: 

required to conduct detailed design exercises, in 
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34

 The progress of the candidate 

 

 
and 

: 

learning made in architecture, during the study of the 

a report in a prescribed format and award internal 

including the concept, site analysis, case studies, 

besides detailing out the intent, context of report 
and guidelines to be followed by the student while 

:
sourced, and the analysis conducted, regarding 

and expansion of profession/ academics, the 
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35

changing needs/requirements of the profession of 

easy access to study/course material and reference 

experts is shared with the student community, 

the members and students of architecture in the 

eminent professionals to engage with the students 

student members regularly, to understand the issues 

Note:
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Innovation in Education 
Embracing Smart Schools
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37

The need for smart schools today is crucial for 

facility that uses technology to prepare students for 

concepts such as curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, 
and teaching-learning materials should be addressed 

of smart schools is the dynamic exchange of 

technology and how it is changing the face of 

learning and learning process for both teachers and 

allows machines to learn from their experiences 

The historic gurukul

gurukul system was built on a 

ashram guru 

on the use of technology to support and enhance the 

gurukul 
system and the smart school system despite their 

smart school system, where teachers use technology 
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3 students, the gurukul system placed a high priority 

on the guru

personalised learning paths for each student 
based on their unique learning requirements and 
preferences, the gurus in the gurukul system would 

The gurukul method is superior to the smart school 

gurukul

gurukul

technology i

The necessity for smart schools is becoming more 

an 

encourages resource sharing 
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39

and increased awareness of the importance of 

The use of technology to simplify and automate 
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students to communicate directly so that students 

these features and programmes lessen the strain of 

following are some ways that modernising ageing 

which should be incorporated in upgraded 

of modern infrastructure 

impacted by the trend towards smaller households 

edge technology in schools may be impacted by the 
trend towards smaller families in the ways listed as 

g learning methods

fewer pupils enrolling in school but the needs of the 

to prepare students for the needs of the future 

technology to accommodate the changing learning 
preferences of students from smaller families, 
to prepare them for the demands of the global 

need of the hour in the digital age where technology-

Email:
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which all schools are obliged to accept students 

Shikshangan - A Study of an 
Inclusive School:

Case Application at New 
Town, Kolkata, India

and healthy children with common assemble, 

The most important step towards inclusion is to 
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The entry and exit to the school or campus should be 

entrance, exit, and turning points for leading deaf 

Stair and Ramp

two wheelchairs simultaneously, the ramp should be 

ramp and staircase should be lit with enough light at 

colour should be placed along the side of the corridor 
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43

result of which lesser numbers of students are found 
in these classes while in classrooms for students 

braille plates should be placed outside the toilet 
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44

accessible toilet

thorough site analysis under a set of parameters and 
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45is 
Bidhannagar 

is 

 The region has hot and humid summer and 

ascending order
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46

 The main mean 

site being more or less centrally located from the 

as a result of which a recessed entrance has to be 

remains easily connected with the entrances to the 
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The school campus should be safe and secure for the 

playground outside the school building is a necessity 

corridor layout is required along with properly 

should be applied within the building space for 
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The site being rectangular in shape, a linear axis has 

(security room, 

seminar halls, science lab, library, dining area, 

common computer lab for blind and deaf students 

The entrances are recessed and welcoming, along 

playground should be guarded by the building mass 

should be designed for the ease of all categories of 
children (for both the students with special needs, 

The design should be executed in such a manner, 

 of the building mass is dedicated 

 comprises 
of rest of the secondary classrooms of the physically 

 consists of the secondary 
classrooms of the blind and deaf students along with 

 has 

some of the primary classrooms for the children 
 comprises of 

secondary class children with no special needs along 

 is dedicated to the 
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49

of d

awareness against the imbalance in the scale of 

This is in order to facilitate ease of access and usage 

nt should be designed so that it allows 

C

in/guidelines-and-space- standards-barrier-free-built-

standards-for-school-building

west-
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Process Based Design Studio
Documentation of the Design Process
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st

on the concepts and process adopted in designing 
a mixed-use commercial complex along with the 

impact on architecture as they shape the way in 
which we design, construct and use buildings and 

explore architectural design as an end product of 
a process comprised of study and analysis through 

designing a large commercial mixed-use complex - 
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The approach to this design problem was primarily 

 design organically 

The concept of emergence from the context refers 
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only to communicate with others but rather as a 
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(ii

The contextual analysis carried out to understand 

between the program and the site context, 

can be accessed by the public as an extension 
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enhanced the design process parametrically, 

spaces that establis  
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changes in the way in which the design output is 

that architectural designing is to create more 

depends on the concept of emergence from the 

for comparing the conceptual drawings with their 
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Tools

concept of sustainability into architectural design 

All Images Courtesy: Authors

Dr. A. Navara

has presented papers and chaired conference sessions at the 

Ar. Sangamithra. S
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Architecture is the consideration of things that 
cross the threshold of bare necessities. It is 
something beyond being the object in isolation and 

everything and everyone who enters it or sees it 
for whatever reason and program. Thus the builder 
is responsible for thinking about the building in a 
larger context than it seems to be situated in. 
This perspective suggests that we should move 
away from solely celebrating buildings for their 

idea that architecture has to be more than just a 
building for occupying; it has to be held responsible 
for creating newer unimagined contexts to form 
the newer built.

Architecture fascinates me, but I am not moved by 

set in through which I perceive the building that I 
am observing. This enables me to see the intention 
behind the building. The intention constitutes 
the brief and anchors the project. In our studio, 
we usually spend time analysing and criticizing 
the buildings we are exposed to. This develops 
a sense of understanding of projects beyond the 
described words. Most of the time we don’t even 
read the detailed description provided as I believe 
drawings speak a lot and our interaction with them 
can reveal the unintended consequences which 
are more helpful while developing buildings and 
formulating ideas. This observation is not limited to 
architecture but extends to the movies we watch, 
the theories we read about, human and animal 

Search of a Generic Essence: 
Architecture and Beyond

behaviour, culture, contextual responses, food, 
and even nature. All of this creates some sort of 

our projects at the stage of development.

I am elaborating on the idea of intention it drives 

to manifest the built uniquely. Let me tell you an 
observation I came across a few years back about 

hey have developed 
a social behaviour in which they huddle together in 
large groups, at times in thousands, when it gets 
cold. So there is a continual movement of penguins 
from the outside of the group to the centre, each 
circle taking its turn in the worst place against the 
wind and raw cold.

environment which has existed for thousands of 
years. These are careful creation of social responses 
to the extremities that they stand against and are 
still performing in. Take the case of Rajasthan a 
state in the north-western part of India whose 
arid climatic conditions has drastically shaped 

placed built formation and inward-looking designs 
demonstrate the natural way of sustaining in the 
extreme climatic conditions, like the penguins. 
As Norberg Schulz explained, ‘genius loci’ is the 
nature of a place in terms of the physical reality of 
the land and its relationship to the built form. It is 
the meaning of the place in terms of its character 
and character motifs of cultural values. 
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During human evolution, when the idea of a shelter 
persisted, humans derived novel ways of building 
them. However, these processes of building 
were not only limited to the use of materials 

identity. Humans are always inclined to society, and 

the people they interact with, and the experiences 

embraced image of self is never permanent, and it 

Some examples of these are seen when we opt for 

family members or even the food; this quality of 
mankind has kept revolutionizing the way we live 
and develop the built environment around us. 

So what are we looking for when we see a context 
and when we try to insert a program into that 

My practice has always been based on 
understanding these questions and bridging the 
gap through a meaningful creation that remains 
generic in nature and retains its essence. During my 

research for the master’s program, I derived the 
term ‘generic essence’ which became the guiding 
force my practice. Generic is all that is related to 

essence is a quality that determines the character.

“…we shape clay into a pot, but it is the emptiness 
inside that holds whatever we pour in…” – Tao Te 

It is the emptiness inside which is the essence of 

kettle holds whatever we pour into it and it takes 

forms of kettles, the quality to contain and its 
ability to pour is the generic essence of a kettle. The 
availability of material, technology, and cultural 
relevance, would further elaborate its aesthetics.

Similarly, though the built environment evolves 
from the generic quality of the place, it slowly adopts 
the spirit of the people and further contributes to 
the larger context by through its essence. Here, 
the meaning and structure of creation are mere 

quality, existential situation, and the environment 
around them. Several Asian towns have been 
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habitats, giving these towns their own identity. 
The context further helps in establishing a tangible 
expression of the intangible generic essence.

However, architecture is an intangible subject 

meaningful quality of creation is based on an 
experiential manner of co-human interactions 
or their relation to the environment. Either way 
generic essence constitutes in a context and on 

our creation in the existing scape. The important 
transition here is to read those intangible aspects 
and to choose a response that helps to manifest 
the same. Hence, reading the unsaid briefs is one 
of the most important aspects of our studio’s 
approach.

away from this cluster. It is a settlement built in the 
vernacular architecture of Maharashtra. They build 

understanding the context, the search was for that 

‘gene’ and its deeply rooted values that form the 
essence of this settlement. The circular form is 
not the geometric language of the village but the 
placement of the existing rectangular houses which 

gets manifested in the form of circular walls whose 

organization of space appears to be generic even 
after the tangible parameter of the existing built 
form is not followed.

Here, there was a genuine concern of being 
unable to accommodate all the students in one 
existing hexagonal class. Due to the lack of funds 
and resources, we found that the teachers had 
invented creative ways of learning for these 
children. They had charts painted on all possible 

played several games devised smartly with poems, 

realized that this developed an interdependency 
between the younger and the elder kids and 
everyone in collaboration learned together. These 
kids are considered to be underprivileged as they 
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are deprived of the amenities that our urban life 
provides, but to us, it felt to be the most natural 
way of sustaining and learning useful tricks and 

have better resources but not to lose the beauty 

of their living and learning process. Here, only 
an intervention was needed which could reduce 
their dependency on funds. This was envisaged 

Asian villages of a similar scale.

Keeping in mind that the compound wall is never 

we started with the idea of having a curved wall 
that would act as a desired peripheral wall to 
avoid farm animals and also provide an unending 

the spaces formed would be playful and engaging 
for children, there is a need for multipurpose 
infrastructure for villagers too as there was a lack of 
basic facilities like healthcare and social gatherings 

Having a sensitive approach towards design and 
deriving the intention for the project are a result 
of a few key learnings from the regional vernacular 



JO
U

R
N

AL
 O

F 
TH

E 
IN

D
IA

N
 IN

S
TI

TU
TE

 O
F 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

S
EP

TE
M

B
ER

 2
0
2
3



JO
U

R
N

AL O
F TH

E IN
D

IAN
 IN

S
TITU

TE O
F AR

C
H

ITEC
TS

S
EPTEM

B
ER

 2
0
2
3

63

architecture. The use of vernacular materials and 
the emergence of forms here is a response to the 
climate. However, instead of limiting oneself to 
this, the spatial arrangement was done by going 
beyond the material.

we see in traditional Indian architecture represents 
human posture we open the door the way we 
hug someone or welcome someone with a warm 
heart. The operation of the door and its appearance 
and the way it is to be used conveys the notion of 
how welcoming the space is. And this is exactly 
how human behaviour is manifested as a design 
element. From this, the learnings are how human 
activities, emotions, and comfort were at priority 
and then the available resources shaped the built. 
Now, technology is a priority and we have started 
building in isolation.

The observations, learnings, and intentions can be 
experienced through the process of ‘design while 

given by physical models if used as a design tool. 
Model making is the tool through which we can 
cross-check the idea and experience the space. 
This process of crafting the space in physical form 
helps to understand our ideology and the chance 

to accidental surprises that are otherwise missing 
in a conventional process. 

Every project of our studio is challenged with the 
search for its gene or the rooted values, its unsaid 
brief, and the timeless character for the same. 
Further, the user’s identity and aspirations for the 
future are approached, while the architecture’s 
physical identity emerges as the amalgamation 
of the entire thought process. The ultimate 
existence of architecture can go beyond function 
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and comfort. It can inspire people and though 
we always have limited time, the buildings with 
meaning can change the world and we should not 
settle for anything less. 

Our practice is based on the inquiry of the root 
cause and bridging the gap through meaningful 
creation, which remains generic in nature but yet 
retains the essence of time, place, and user. In this 
way, the idea proposed becomes the inception of 
the architecture and its behaviour.

architect, 
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Architectural Education 
Raising the Bar with IIA

and by mutual support, to promote the interests of 

conducted for architectural academicians from 

professional one in which the graduate has to be 

feasible program organised through its grassroots, 
namely the chapters, centres and sub-centres along 

purposeful academic inputs through the following 
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Courses

3 or more training 
programs

more training programs

training programs

training programs through member 

3

4 Consistently good 
pool

5

6
conferences and 

7
consultancy

research of faculty 

Technical papers by 

support from industry to research in 

9
faculty pool, special lecture pool, 

Training faculty and 

technologies

conferences
conferences/

transfer from
academia to industry

design design

to the students of higher-secondary 
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could be held once in three years in each region

with architecture schools 

internship 

consultancy role to the local body or planning 

sponsors

for the chapter are applicable and doable for the 
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TODAY’S ARCHITECTS need to 
be POWERFUL EDUCATORS
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rich inputs from other academic areas, there will be 

 The main challenge is the inability of most 

years do not prepare them for managing their 
internal turmoil with increased external societal 

designs of students with a strong ideology in their 

are strong, their strength of being fair will percolate 
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The regulatory bodies across the world through their 



JO
U

R
N

AL O
F TH

E IN
D

IAN
 IN

S
TITU

TE O
F AR

C
H

ITEC
TS

S
EPTEM

B
ER

 2
0
2
3

of 

heterogeneous spectrum of opinions from teachers 

The dilemma of whether architecture research is 

components in the research analysis is a cause for 

manuals are good bases for standardised research 

discussed these issues when we teach research 

of inter-disciplinary experts instead of the current 

sciences are used in research, the absence of a social 

researcher to defend his
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This also led us to curate training sessions for schools 

 is a term that does not apply to the world 
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Impact on Human Behaviour
Use of Wood in Office 

Interiors in Bengaluru City
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our surroundings, so the materials used in a building 

respond to our surroundings through what we see 

research paper encapsulates the importance and 

also a natural, renewable, low carbon and recyclable 

integrated in both, urban and rural areas including 

the prefabricated and modular structures made 

act as composite material with glass allowing light to 

material and has existed since ages, it is more popular 

unique style which holds its presence in interior 
design, during modern and contemporary eras, 
where these trends are not restricted to homes only, 

aim is to create warm and enlightening ambiences 

 

mechanisms towards architecture and its built 
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suggests that the natural temperateness and calmness 

physical 

while maintaining a professional and contemporary 

used in interior design for its natural and physical 

supported by ground underneath or sidewalls in a 

then be plastered or lined with boards on either side 

with insects, rust, rot and decay that requires 
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adds elegance and warmth to a room and has its own 

perfect grain and shade to complete the interiors 

spaces as it requires a high amount of maintenance 

as tables, chairs, and cabinets , which are 

desired appearance, from ancient to current elegant 

or planters  can be strategically placed 

straight stairs, or spiral staircases, and acts as a 
complementary 
is a famous and prominent material for stair parts due 

being one of the good choices for stair treads, risers 
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details 

, and choose 

glass, metal, or concrete, can create a balanced and 

-

 

Ceiling
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and through online case studies, we can tell that 

there 

blood pressure, 

also the natural feature of wood, its response as a 

wood as a material is physically, psychologically, and 

in a space and the physical, psychological, and 

usage of wood 

shape the buildings and the surroundings around 
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right material for the right space we cannot bring 

building/palace/architecture/palacestructure/churchill/

is a student 

materials used in built spaces impact human beings and their 

All Images Courtesy: Authors
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 is an appropriate 

 
in emphasis on defence proposals, an increase in 

be caught in an internal debate about whether the 

to a wide range of audiences and accommodate 

to host buildings by world-renowned designers, 

the lost ideas for the city, contributed not only by 

The author has diligently researched and collected 
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The deliberate absence of a conclusion calls for 

Email: 

Email: 
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To foster and maintain professional contacts, 

 

Asian Congress of Architects (ACA 20)
Boracay, Philippines
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need for a world that transcends into the future as 

The chairman addressed the gathering with his 
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The issue of cross-border internships was 

of cross-border internships with the following 

hybrid modes, including physical and online 

th and 5th

lunteered to publish it with the target of 
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technical session was moderated by 
Sahu

rd 
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especially young architects who are stepping into the 

IIA Assam Chapter

Chapter, engaged in discussions with other esteemed 

age-old concept of 
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aboard the 

began with a Guruvandana
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on 9  

 

presented its 

using the 

insights with the architecture community, both 
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