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Indian Architect Act- 1972

The Indian Architects Act, 1972, - central law- enacted by the Parliament in
the Twenty-third Year of the Republic of India

Preamble- An Act to provide for registration of architects and for matters
connected therewith. :-

It extends to the whole of India.

It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint---- |st September, 1972.

The Act provides for:

i. registration of Architects,

i prescribing standards of education & recognized qualifications

iii prescribing standards of practice to be complied with by the practicing

architects.

The Architects Act, 1972

Rules - 1973

Regulations - 1982

Minimum Standards of Architectural Education, 1983

Architects (Professional Conduct) Regulations 1989



Indian Architect Act- 1972- definitions

"Architect”-- means a person whose name is for the time
being entered in the register;

"Council“-- means the Council of Architecture constituted
under Section 3;

"Indian Institute of Architects‘‘-- means the Indian Institute of

Architects registered under the Societies Registration Act,
1860;

"Recognised qualification*-- means any qualification in
architecture for the time being included in the Schedule or
notified under section |5;

"Register*‘-- means the register of architects maintained
under section 23

"Regulation” means a regulation made under this Act by the
Council;

"Rule” means a rule made under this Act by the Central
Government



Indian Architect Act- 1972- COA

The Central Government shall,

-- by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute,

-- 2 Council - known as the Council of Architecture,
--which shall be a body corporate,

-- having perpetual succession and

--a common seal,

-- with power to acquire, hold and dispose of property-
- both movable and immovable, and

-- to contract, and
-- may by that name sue or be sued.

-- The Head Office of the Council shall be at Delhi or

-- at other place notified by the Central Government in the
Official Gazette,



*Council of
Architecture



Indian Architect Act- 1972- COA
* Council of Architecture (COA) has the
responsibility to Regulate the :

¢ i Minimum standards of Architectural Education
* ii Practice of profession throughout India

* iii Registration-- Maintaining the Register of
architects.

e Government of India framed Rules--Rules - 1973

* Council of Architecture has framed Regulations to

implement the Act--.

« Minimum Standards of Architectural Education,
1983

» Architects (Professional Conduct) Regulations
1989



«Constitution of
Council Of

Architecture




Composition of COA.:-18+one architect nominated
by each State/UT(37)-28+9

® Five architects elected by the IlA from among its members;

* Two persons nominated by the All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE)

» Five persons elected by heads of architectural institutions in India imparting
full-time instruction for recognised qualifications;

* Three Chief Architects in the Ministries of the Central Government relating
to defence, railways, CPWD nominated by the Central Government;

e An architect from each State nominated by the Government of that state;

» Two persons nominated by Institution of Engineers (India) from among its
members; and

*» One person nominated by the Institution of Surveyors of India from among its
members ,

* elected/ nominated member shall hold office for three years from date of his
election / nomination or until his successor has been duly elected / nominated
whichever is later.

» Members of Council shall be eligible for re-election / re-nomination-- but not
exceeding three consecutive terms



COA- MEMBERS

Elected / nominated member-- shall hold office for three
years from date of election/ nomination or

-- until his successor elected /nominated --whichever is later
.-- member may, at any time

-- resign his membership by writing under his hand

-- addressed to President/ in absence, to Vice-President, and
-- seat of such member shall become vacant.

A member deemed to have vacated his seat --
o --|f absent without sufficient EXCUSE
> --from three consecutive ordinary meetings of Council; or

° --If he ceases to be a member of the body by which he was elected or
nominated or

--- if he ceases to be head of an Institution.

A Casual vacancy in Council ;-- filled by fresh election/
nomination -- person so elected /nominated to fill the vacancy

-- shall hold office only for remainder of term

-- for which member whose place he takes was elected/ nominated.

--Members of Council shall be eligible for- re-election/ re-nomination-- not
exceeding three consecutive terms



COA- MEMBERS-meetings

A person shall not be eligible for election /nomination
as a member if-

-- declared an un-discharged insolvent-.

-- convicted by a court in India for any offence and sentenced to
imprisonment for not less than two years-- shall be ineligible

for a further period of five years

The Council shall meet at least once in every six

months -at such appointed time/ place to the transaction of
business
-- nine members shall form a quorum,

-- decisions made by majority of members present and voting.

--In case of equal votes, President/Vice-President/ member
presiding over meeting-- shall have a second or casting vote.



COA-office bearer/President/ Vice-President

¢ Council to elect--President / Vice-President of Council --shall
be elected by members of Council from among themselves:

» Elected President /Vice-President -shall hold office for a term of
three years or -till he ceases to be a member of Council,
whichever is earlier,

° but subject to his being a member of Council-- he shall be
eligible for re-election:

> President/ Vice-President-- may resign from office by writing
under his hand-- addressed to Vice-President / President, as case
may be,;
* President / Vice-President — even after expiry of his term of three
years-- continue to hold office until his successor enters upon office

* President/Vice-President -- shall exercise such powers and
discharge such duties-- as may be prescribed by regulations.



COA- office bearers

Council to constitute from among its members an:-
Executive Committee, and

other committees -- to carry out its functions under the Act.

The Executive Committee shall consist of;
President,

Vice-President and

five other members--elected by Council from among its members.

The President /Vice-President — to be Chairman /Vice-Chairman of
Executive Committee.

Member of Executive Committee --shall hold office until expiry of his
term as a member of Council he shall be eligible for re-election.

Executive Committee shall exercise such powers / discharge such duties as
may be defined by Act/ regulations

Elections conducted in manner prescribed by rules

in case of dispute --regarding elections- matter referred by Council to
a Tribunal appointed by Central Government- if complaint made within
30 days of election result- cost of tribunal paid by council



EACCUIIVE COMNMMIL T EE

A) CONSTITUTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Council shall constitute from among its member an Executive
Committee, and may also constitute other committees for such general
or special purposes as the Council deems necessary to carry out its

functions under this Act.
B) FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In addition to the powers and duties conferred and imposed on it by this
Act, the Executive Committee shall exercise such powers and discharge
such duties as may be prescribed by regulations.

The Executive Committee shall be the executive authority of the Council
and shall be responsible for giving effect to the resolution and decision of
the Council.

The Executive Committee shall have powers, such as -
To manage the funds of the Council;

To invest the funds of the Council in the manner directed by the Council
from time to time;

To appoint and supervise the work of the members of the staff and
prescribe their conditions of service;

to consider the annual audit report and place it before the Council with
its comments for its consideration;



EACCUIIVE CONMMIIT 1 EEC

B) FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

To prepare and place before the Council the annual administration report and
the statement of accounts;

To authorise the Registrar to incur expenditure within the prescribed limits
provided for in the approved budget;

To fix travelling and other allowances to the members of the Council and its
Committees and

To the members of the staff;

To delegate to the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman any of its aforementioned
powers; and

To do all other functions necessary for discharging the aforesaid functions.
The Executive Committee shall consist of the

-- President

-- Vice-President --| who shall be members ex-officio and

five other members -- elected by the Council from among its members.
President /Vice-President -- be Chairman /Vice-Chairman of Executive
Committee.

member of Executive Committee -- hold office until the expiry of his term
-- as member of Council -- shall be eligible for re-election.



DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE

» All complaints against architects shall be

 -- investigated and

 -- all enquiries relating to misconduct of architects
e -- held by a committee of Council consisting of

e -- three members,

 --of whom one shall be elected by the Council

e --from among its members;

e -- one member from among the members
nominated under clause (b) and

e one member among referred to in clause (d) of
sub-section 3 of section 3.

Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee -- elected
by members of Committee from among themselves.



COA- em‘E)

Council shall ap

(0]

(0]

o

loyees, fund, functions

int-
i a Registrar who shall act as its Secretary /treasurer;
i other officers/ employees

to carry out its functions under this Act;

iii Establish a Fund under management/ control of the Council
-into which all moneys-gift/grant/ fee received/fee shall be paid
and out of which all expenses and liabilities shall be met-maintain
accounts- capital/revenue- get it audited -published in Official
Gazette audited accounts / report of Council for year -latest by30th
September and copies of accounts/ report forwarded to Central
Government

The Council may prescribe the:

i. minimum standards of architectural education required for
granting recognised qualifications by colleges or institutions in India

ii. standards of professional conduct / etiquette and a code of
ethics for architects-- violations thereof shall constitute infamous
conduct/ professional misconduct

iii Prepare and maintain a register of Architects for India



qualification for registration as architect

e Qualifications included in schedule/notified under
section |5 shall be recognised qualifications for
registration

 --Any authority in India-- which grants architectural
qualification-- not included in schedule- may apply to
Central Government- for recognising qualification-
Government after consultation with Council-may
amend schedule-include such qualification- declaring it
to be a recognised qualification .

» -Central Government may-after consultation with
Council- may by notification in Official Gazette, amend
schedule -by directing that an entry be made in respect
of any architectural qualification.

== any recognised qualification shall be sufficient
qualification for enrolment in the register



eDifferentiate between
Role and Functions of --
Indian Institute of

Architects (11A) and
Council of Architecture



Council of Architecture Vs Indian Institute of

Architects
» = Architecture profession in India is governed by:-

* COA ( Council of architecture )- which is a
statutory body constituted under Indian Architects
Act 1972 to perform certain functions defined in
the said Act.

¢ llA ( Indian institute of architects- is the apex
professional body of India, registered as a Society
under the Indian Society Act , which primarily
focuses on promoting the profession of

Architecture in the country along with looking
after the interest of member architects



gouncil of Architecture Vs Indian Institute of Architects

COA { Council of Architecture )

ITA { Indian Institute of Architects

1 It’s a statutorv bodwv created under

the Indian Architect Act 1972

1-It’s a professional bodv representng
architects of India.

2 It has defined legal powers under
the Act.

2-Ithas no legal power defined.

3 Created bv Parliament under a
law_ it has applicability pan India.

3-Ttis a societv registered bv a group of
Architects operating across India

4_It was created in 1972 and has
history spanning over 48 vears

4_ It was concelvedin 1919 in JJ College of
fine Arts, Mumbai and has historv of over
100 vears

5_It has its hea_d:;luarter at Delhi

5- Its hea_dquarteris in Mumbai

6. It has no Chapters, centres and
sub-centres

G-It operates through Chapters, centres and
sub-centres spread across India in various
cities.

7 It operates under provision of the
Act, Bules and Begulations made
under the Act and approved bv the
Govermment/Parliament

7 It operates under Articles of Association
and bwve-laws framed under the societies Act

8 It has office bearers elected
indirectlv bv the members of the
Council of Architecture. elected and
nominated bv the government and
professional bodies for a period of 3
wvears or tll thev hold office

8 It has office bearers which are directlwv
elected for a period of 2 vears bv the
registered eligible members through an
electon

9. It has no general bodwv. It has onlv
registered members.

9 It has a general bodv which is the ultimate
authority to take decision on the functioning
of the ILA . and has to be called for meetung

annuallw




Council of ArchitectureVs Indian Institute of Architects

1) All armendrments to (RS
oparationsand farrtions arse to b
dona b the act of Indian Parlisrmerdt

1 All armmendrments to the IS operations
and functions are to baedons be the

Creneral Fod-s-

Ll LS he= thres rmain fuancticonms

- FRemistration of Srchitects
—Fasnlatine Srchitectinral Eduncation
— Easmlatines the conduct of
Avrchitects resistersd

11 IT& he=s no suwh statpntor—furrtions- it
wrorks for creatines avarenaess ab ot
architectinres . promotine architesctiyral
sducation. holdinge serminar, wrorkshop =
raelated to architectare, creatinea librare
and prowidines platforonm forarchitects to
conma-ct ato

L2018 onmler resistaers the architescts
and there i=s no other membesr=ship. o
Honorar mermbaershipis srantsdto
answ pers o

12 0l A has distinct topas of mmermbaers hhps -
Fellow. Hon Fellowr, A ssociates, stdlant
members seranted based onexpearnenos,
professiomal workand comtributicon raadds.

13 (A canm have office baarsss
other than architects

13 Mo personothaerthan SAcchitect can ba
offic=s bearers ofthe Institiat=

14 Mo person canuss the title of
Avrchiterct imles s resistered writh the
e

14 No such powrerweasts w=rith 115

L3 LA approvwval is maandatorsfor
sattines np newr architectiarsal
institution s, fixines sanctioned inmtalk=
and comntimnmation of sxistine
imstitution=s

12 1S approvwalis mot requairsd for satbine
up newrs architesctinnral fixines sthixdent=sintalcs
and continuation of existins instHitutions

1L6E A0S has the powear to appoint
imspectors for inspectinge the gualite,
faculty, infrastructar=s of architaectums=l
im=stitntion=

16 11aS has o suach powrar

L7 LS heas potwrer to iss1as
sunidealimes for Architectunml] edncation
which is mandatorys for cormpliaree

17 _ 118 heas no s1ach mandstor snidelinss
fraymad

TE. DA is monitor=a=d b RAHRETLYF fox
all its activities and approwals

1=, Mo snnch rmandste exists for 11 S

19 LS hea=s prescoribed theae
professiomml codasof conduct to b=
followead be all the resistarad
membears wiclaticons of which leads o
action —eavw=sn unss of titles of archit=ct

19 118 aleo can procesd asainstits mmermbers
for violations of professiomal comnduct and
can be rermovwed fromm mermbesrship bt does
notimpacthi=s titles as architect




Council of ArchitectureVs Indian Institute of Architects

=i LA does mot ramn an s s lars S aTe
comnduct anwr exmamnm forpromotin e
caressr of persons who donothold
deeraes in SArchitectuars

= IS manm s an As sociate— shipexarn for in-
Eervrice pers ons desirinesto hawe
gualification forresisterinesas an architect
writh TS

=1 . All s=lection to facultvyposition
in Aagarchitectunral inmstitntions has to
have anominess of COA o board

=3, lher=is mo suchmandsatse for inclodines
reprasantatives of IT A in the selaction
procass

—a . LS conducts an aptitudestest for
adrmissionto B Arch Courss

_—. Mo such testis conchaxrted b= 115

=3 LA has detadiled sunidaslines
framed forholdinearchitecthinrmsal
compeatitions and deatails of serviceaes
to b= rendered alones with thes fe= to
beae charg=d

=3 . No such snidelines havwes been recentls
issued by the IT A

=4 (0 FA he s sxecutice L omrmttes
and PTHsciplinar- Committess to assist
it im performines task mandasted
unnder thhe Swct-

== 1158 operates throush nmumbesr of HBoards
and Comrpittess — which haves nmomimnated
members andchairpesrsom

2> Mo MNMational i onveaentionand
W oung Architect festival are held by
S

= 118 anpually hold=sa Mationmal
Convwention and ¥ ouns SArchitect fastival
across India

=6 LA does mot sive ans award for
life tiTme achis~ament

=6 118 males tero armrards anmaallw forlift=
time achisvement in the fSeld of eduxcation
and profession

= DNNo stundentis entitled to ==t
recistration wAith the counnoil

= 4 11 & prants membersHp to stuodants
studrwringe in architechyral institntion s

== Mo honorars mermbers bHp can ba
erant=d bithe CCO0A

201l A is anthoriz=d to =ive Honmorar-
fellowship to norn- architects in recosmtion
to the contributionmades to the profession of
architectinr=

=9 LA remistration is mmandatores
for persomns nsings the title of
Srchitects

Ld Il A membership is optiomal and itis mot
rmandatory for architects. It does not immpact
the titls im anw=a=.

20N has laree mmermbearsHp
considerines the lasgal sanctite it has

=0 ILA has imited meambership considerins

the professiomnal nmaturs of institution.

21 COA chould mest everw S month s
writh anmunal repor publishsd im theae

eazmatte of India

FT o annual report of Ll is to be publishad
inm the officdial sa=stte. Howrewer, I1A has to
prepars and pressnt report ofactivities and
fFinancial report for considemtionand
approwal to membears.




Council of ArchitectureVs Indian Institute of Architects

» Composition of Council of architecture- term 3 years

*» Composition of COA:-Total members 55—18 nominated/elected +
one architect nominated by each State/UT(37)-28+9

* . Five architects elected by the lIA from among its members;

* Two persons nominated by the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE)

» Five persons elected by heads of architectural institutions in India
imparting full-time instruction for recognised qualifications;

* Three Chief Architects in the Ministries of the Central Government
relating to defence, railways, CPWD nominated by the Central
Government;

* An architect from each State nominated by the Government of that
state;

» Two persons nominated by Institution of Engineers (India) from
among its members;

* One person nominated by the Institution of Surveyors of India from
among its members ,

» -- elected/ nominated member shall hold office for three years from
date of his election / nomination or until his successor has been duly
elected / nominated whichever is later.

» -- Members of Council shall be eligible for re-election / re-
nomination-- but not exceeding three consecutive terms




Council of ArchitectureVs Indian Institute of Architects

+ THREE MAJOR FUNCTIONS OF COA

» Registration of persons holding recognized qualifications
* Regulating the professional conduct of architects

» . Defining minimum standard of architectural education
» _HA-India Institute of ArchitS time period 2 years.

*  President

*» 2Vice- Presidents-- 2 Hon Joint secretaries

* Honorary Treasure

¢ 10 directly elected Council Members

e Chairmen of all state Chapters- Ex- Officio members

¢ Classes of Membership

¢ Associate member

* Fellow member

e Honorary Fellow member

* Retired Members

* Student Members

¢ Student Member--any student from recognised college of architecture
¢ pay membership fee to become member

* can access resource like library

¢ attend various programme organised by iia

* no voting right

* --Note- for further details, please refer to Indian Architects Act,1972, Rules and
Regulations made there under and 1A details from their website and Articles of
Association and Bye-laws applicable



